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KWUA Water Update Agenda

 Welcome and purpose of meeting 

 Overview of meeting 

 Water supply update 

 Anticipated programs of Drought Response Agency

 Groundwater availability and use

 AWIA – Project facilities conveyance

 Oregon wells 

 USDA

 FSA

 NRCS

 Drought Monitor 

 Crop insurance 

 More information and future updates 

 Questions 



2020 Water Year:  October 2019 to Present
• DRY + WARM + WINDY = 

- 4.88” Below Normal Precip
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64% of Normal SWE and dropping



East Side Water Supply - Current
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Upper Klamath Lake Conditions – Current  (Similar to 1992)
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Weather Forcast

• DRY + WARM + WINDY

• Below normal precipitation

• Above normal temperatures  
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3 Month Weather Outlook
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Upper Klamath Lake Elevation Forecast - Reclamation
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Required Flushing 
Flow Event

2019 Biological Opinion Allocations

2020 is a “Boat Dance” year – 7000 
AF of water in the fall reserved.

MINIMUM water for ESA = 407,000 
AF

UKL Surface Elevation in May = 
preferred above 4,142 for Sucker 
spawning.

No minimum water amount 
established for irrigation

On-going litigation in Federal 
District Court for additional 50,000 
AF to ESA / Tribal Purposes (407,000 
min)
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Upper Klamath Lake Storage and Inflow Projection Mar-Sep 2020

Total Storage Current Projected Inflow MAR-SEP
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Possible UKL Allotment(s)

ESA Water (minimum) Today's Calculation 2020 BA Calculation Yurok Demand

118,000
148,000

168,000

457,000 
407,000 

ESA / 
Down 
River
Tribes 

Project
Supply

2019 
BiOp

Non 
adjusted

Project
Supply

2020 
BA

Project
Supply
Yurok 

Litigation

Project Supply Possibilities
+ / - 30,000 AFCurrent UKL 

Stored Water 
409,999

NRCS MAR-SEP 
Forecasted In-

Flow to UKL
370,000
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Klamath Project Drought 

Response Agency
• Programs likely similar to 2015 

• Upfront program

• Flow meters will likely be required for pumping

• Pumping subject to regulatory limits

• Significant Idling is likely necessary

• Conservation is Key

• More Details Coming Soon 

• www.klamathwaterbank.com

N

http://www.klamathwaterbank.com/


Disclaimers

• Currently Available $1.7 Million

• $8 Million Pending Final Contract with Bureau and 

Generation of funds

• Groundwater/Pumping Program Authorized

• Land Idling Subject to Contracting with Bureau

N



Groundwater Access and Use

Conveyance in Project Canals and Drains

No federal permit or contract needed

Comply with State water right

Measure water in and out

Coordinate with your district

P



▪ Pumping groundwater under 
supplemental rights

▪ Pumping groundwater under 
drought permits

▪ Water use transfers

15

Today’s Discussion



Supplemental  Groundwater Pumping

•Understand the limits of your groundwater rights

•Use is limited to the acres covered by the right

•Totalizing flow meters, where required, shall be 
installed prior to pumping

•Wells without a condition to measure may be 
required to install a meter
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Drought Permits

▪Emergency water use permit under OAR 690-019

▪For use on lands in Oregon with underlying water rights (not 
for new irrigated acres)

▪Available for wells where groundwater level declines are less 
than 20 feet

▪Duty (volume) will be limited to 1-1.5(?) acre feet per acre

▪Totalizing flow meters will be required prior to issuing 
drought permits
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Temporary Drought 
Transfers  OAR 690-019

▪Must hold an existing right or claim subject to 
transfer

▪May apply to change the use, place of use, or point 
of diversion

▪Transfer can’t result in injury to an existing right
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Temporary Transfers under SB 206

•Determined claims can be temporarily transferred or leased instream

•Priority date is maintained

•Can be used to change the place of use
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Local Staff

•Dani Watson– Watermaster

•Matt Anderson – Reg. Asst. Watermaster

•Michelle Angell – Asst. Watermaster

•Garrett Steensland – Asst. WatermasterHydrotech

•Kyle Gorman – Region Manager (Bend)
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MPCI Prevent Plant
By: Just a Farmer… Tricia Hill



Disclaimers

1) I do not work for RMA (Risk Management Agency)

2) I am not an insurance agent

3) I am not a Power Point Master

. . . . . . 

But I’ve been managing my farm’s Crop Insurance 

and helping clarify Klamath Basin Producers’ prevent 

plant concerns for over a decade.



Proof of Cause of Loss 

• Words are important when it comes to 

Prevent Plant due to lack of irrigation 

water.

• Good News!  The Regional Office of RMA 

and Bureau of Reclamation Area Office 

are on top of this!  They are coordinating 

regarding documentation of our drought.



Prevent Plant Resources

1) Your Agent is Your Best Resource! 

And your Adjuster your Best Friend.

(From 2020 Prevent Planting Standards Handbook: Part 3, Section 24(B)(1))

(ii) The adjuster must verify the insured’s established irrigation 

method and that the COL claimed by the insured was the sole reason 

the irrigation method could not be established. 



Prevent Plant Resources

2) Prevent Plant Handbook

As government documents go, fairly easy to find 

online (search “Prevent Plant Handbook” or pick 

up a handout in the back) and not too hard to 

read.



Rules To Remember

1) Lease Ground Rules (From RMA in 2018-

See Original in Handout)

Scenario 1: Producer/insured leased 100 acres last year 
and the lease expired by the end of the 
year. Producer/insured renewed the 100 acre lease for 
with same landlord for the same acreage farmed last 
year.

Acreage you leased the previous crop year and 
continue to lease in the current crop year is eligible for 
prevented planted coverage.



Rules To Remember
Lease Ground Rules (Continued)

Scenario 2: Producer leased 100 acres last year & the lease expired by 

12.31.  Producer leased 100 acre for this year with the same landlord for 

a different 100 acres farmed last year.

1) The newly leased acres are not eligible for prevented plant (Section 

17(f)(12)(i))

2) It doesn’t matter if Producer farmed 100 leased acres last year and 

will farm another 100 leased acres this year. (Example: Potato 

Rotation)

3) Number #2 doesn’t change if the acreage is with the same landlord.

4) Timing does make a difference.  If the lease for the new ground is 

executed before the cause of loss occurred, then the ground may 

be eligible for Prevent Plant if all other requirements are met. 



Rules To Remember
2) Payments from DRA (From RMA 2018)

Payments from the DRA Will Not Affect Eligibility for 

Prevent Plant (Based on 2018 Contract Language)

---- The Basic Provisions limit receiving multiple benefits for the 

same loss under USDA programs. The funding that is received 

from the  the Bureau of Reclamation via DRA is not from a 

USDA agency and will have no impact on the insurance 

program– as  long as another crop was not planted on those 

acres that received a PP payment.----



Rules To Remember
3) Cover Crop Rules (2020 Prevent Planting 
Standards Handbook: Part 4, 41)

1) Planting a Cover Crop alone will not make 

those acres ineligible for Prevent Plant.

2) How you dispose of that Cover Crop CAN

effect your Prevent Plant Crop Insurance.



Rules To Remember
4) Cover Crop Rules (2020 Prevent Planting 
Standards Handbook: Part 4, 41)

3) The important date is November 1st!

a) If you hay, graze, silage, etc before 11-1 your 

prevent plant payment is reduced.

b) If you hay, graze, silage, etc AFTER 11-1 you 

get the full payment.

c) But harvesting for “seed” (AKA “grain”) will 

result in no eligibility for Prevent Plant



Don’t Forget

Even though your thoughts are with 

Prevent Plant documentation, don’t 

forget documentation for why you 

believe you have enough irrigation 

water for the crop you are planting!



Don’t Forget

Handouts with verbatim language from 

RMA and the PP Handbook are in the 

back.

Again, if you have questions, please 

talk to your agent first– they should be 

your expert!



If you go to the following page you can check on the current status of the USDA Drought Monitor

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/


If you scroll down you can see the rating. So according to this we are in Moderate 

Drought with Short-Term impacts.



To give input that the USDA will use to determine the severity of a drought, you can 

scroll to the bottom of the last page and click to “Submit Report” under the Drought 

Impact Reporter.



Or you can go directly to the page to report on how the drought is affecting you and 

select “Submit a Report”



Next you will tell the USDA where you are located.  They want you to drop a pin, not 

just list the County & State (I tried being lazy the first time around), you zoom in and 

then select the circle. 



Or you can use the search bar to type in a City. Here I’ve used their search bar to 

enter Malin, Oregon.



Here I’ve selected Oregon & 

Klamath County-



Next let the USDA know the date & how dry it is.  I think things are not great. . .



Now let the USDA know about your experience in the area & how you would compare 

to other years. . . Now let the USDA know about your experience in the area & how 

you would compare to other years. . .



Now you are getting ready to go down to the specifics you want to report.  The initial 

page looks like this-



You can then select the specific area you want to report on.  I’m going to select the 

green arrow next to “Report crop production impact.”  I’ve then filled out the 

questions that come up.  I’ve also mentioned soil erosion and air quality issues under 

“Other.”



You can then choose to upload a photo, provide your name, company, or email.  But 

most importantly click “Submit”



Once you successful submit you will get this message-


